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Whatever the sins of the Know-nothings—
and they are crying sins—their name is legion;
ingratitude cannot be reckoned among them.
They take fortune’s buffets and rewards with
equal favor. They take encouragement alike
from victory and defeat. They thank Providence
for triumph and they thank Providence for dis-
aster.

Before the Virginia election they walked the
streets with an easy jaunty, and assured air, as if
the Old Commonwealth had already declared ber
allegiance to the *‘invineible invisible.”” They
betted with as much dun't care assurance, as a
jockey would bet on * Red Eye' against a
spavined courser. They puffed cigar smoke and
blasphemies in the most defiant and devil-me-care
manuer, and swore by the Eternal that Virginia
Democracy was as good as dead. The elections

‘came on. The Democrats elected their State
ticket by about ten thousand majority, and se-
cured a joint majority of fifly in the two branches
of the legislature.

With commendable piety the Know-nothings
resigned themselves to their fate. The first shock
of disappointment over, they came from théir
haunts and their hiding places looking subdued
and sorrowful. They did not swear, they did not
grumble. They vowed that defeat was the best
thing that could have befallen them. Before the
election they thought that the dearest and most
delightful of all things was trinumph. But they
suddenly changed their minds. “‘Defeat! oh!
(said they) it has a chastening and a purifying
effect. It will make us better, and, when we grow
better, we will conquér and crush Democracy,
And just to think of our vote! Ten thousand
more and victory would bave been ours!” Sweet
solace of affliction—he would indeed be cruel who
would rudely snatch you from the pious sons of
Sam.

The time for holding the great Know-nothing
National Convention approached. This was to
be the great *‘ king cure-zll.” All breaches were
to be healed, all heart-burnings to be alleviated,
and all obstructions to their triumphant progress
to be removed. The North was to be beund to
the South, the East was fraternally to embrace
the West. The lion and the lamb were to lie
down together, and that youthful and innocent
urehin, Sam, was to lead them both. A plat-
fora, that great panscea, that balm of Gilead,
that universal restorer, was looked to with joyful
hope and exultant pride! Armed with that
mighty chart, they

“ Would bid farewel! to every fear,
And wipe their wee) ing eyes.”

They would defy Democracy, though clothed
with thunder. With such a chart, by which
Northern and Southern, Abolition and Slavery
Know-nothings would be cemented into one
brotherhood, they would achieve successes that
would astonish the natives, and frighten the
foreigners. The convention met. All eyes were
turned to Philadelphia. To organize seemed im-
possible. Several days were spent in fruitless
efforts to affect an organization. Feuds broke
out, and jealousies developed themselves. Final-
ly, a gentleman who hails from Kentucky, but
who is said to be a regular Yankee, by birth,
was elected President. The proceedings, accord-
ing to the rules of the Order, were to be kept
profoundly secret, But there were frail men,
there were leaky vessels in that convention, and
by their aid, and we presume for a reasonable com-
pensation, the Tribune and Herald were enabled
to spread before their readers, every morning,
the proceedings of the convention. Soon came
the “tug of war."" A committee was appointed
to construct a platform, that marvellous and
medicinal agent winch was most miraculously to
heal all the ‘‘ wounds, bruises, and putrifying
sores,"”” which afflicted the carcass of that profli-

¥ gate urchin—Sam.- In that committee, North
and South hung in fearful encounter. The con-
test lasted for some time. So bhard and firm were
the icicles of Massachusetts that the hot suns of
the Carolinas eould not subdue and melt them.

Indeed it was some time doubtful if the ice would

not overcome the fire. Finally, wiseacres, pru-

dent men who love cenciliation, and who adore
compromise, interposed. A platform was the
consequence of the manmuvre. It essayed to
pluck the teeth from Abolitionism, and the sting
from slavery. Like all compromises, it was
lame, feeble, and impotent. It passed the com-
mittee. It was called the majority report. The
minority got up, and presented a counter report,
rankly Freesoil in its character. The struggle
came on in the convention between these two re-
ports. The North howled, and the South
famed. Finally, the majority report was adopted,
whereupon fifty-three of the delegates from the non-
slaveholding States retired from the comvention.

These soceders held a meeting, appointed the

notorious. Massachusetts Abolitionist, Senator

Wilson, their chairman, and issued an *‘ appeal

to the people”™ in the following words: .

APPEAL TO THE PEOPLE.

To the People of the Uniled States:

The undersi 4 citizens of various States,
assembled at Philadelphia on the 14th day of
June, 1855, feel constrained under the existing
state of affuirs to affirm the following principles:

First. The unconditional restoration of that
time-honored Compromise, known as the Mis-
souri Prohibition, which was destroyed in utter
disregard of the lar will—a wrong which no
Inpse of time can palliate, and no plea for its con-
tinuanee uu|jumfy. And that we will use all
constitutional means to maintain the positive
guarantee of that compact, until the object for
which it was enacted has been consummated by
the admission of Kansas and Nebraska as Free
Btates,

Second. That the rights of the settlers in Ter-
ritories 1o the free and undisturbed exercise of
the elective franchise guarantied to them by the
laws under which thcz;r:m organized, should be
prom protected ational Executive
whac:"l:r violated or threatened. And that we
cannot conscientiously act with those who will
not aid us in the correction of these national
wrongs, and whe will not even permit their fair
mw&lm and their full discussion.

Third. We further declare our continued and
unalterable determination to use all honorable
efforts 1o secure such a modifieation of the natu-
rulization laws, aided by such an elevation of
public sentiment as will presorve the true inter-
exts of the nation, and will guarantee the three
vital M:I[hl of a Republican Government:
BPer';"UA FREEDOM, A FREE BIBLE,
B—there

snd FREE S8COOIL promoting the
great work of Americanizi 7mrricl..
Fourth. That we invoke the arm of legislation

to arrest that ‘mi:' evil, the deportation by
suthorities of paupers and convicts to
our shores; and that, as our National Constitu-
tion requires the Chief Executive of our country
to be of native birth, we deem it squally neces-
sary and important that our Diplomatic Repre-
sontatives abroad should wlso possess no foreign
prejudicss to bias their judgment or to influence
thair official action,
Massachusetts—Henry J. Gardner, Henry Wil-

-which bas since adopted the following (in brief’) 4

eral Whiggery—truly unctuous and fragrant.
Communiecation between the seceders from the
Philudelphia Convention and the Cleveland ©on-
vention was thus opened by telegraph.
lowing dispatch was received by the Cleveland
Convention:

Cleveland, we are with you heart and soul. May

Stephen B. Sherman.

ermont—Ryland Fletcher, Evelyn Pierpoint,
Joseph H. Barrett, R. M. Guilford, Jo. D. Huaxch, |
Horace Kingsley.

Maine—Louis O. Cowan, A. 8. Richmond, B. |
D. Peck, John L. Stevens, John 8. Sayward,
Joseph Covell, Jumes M. Lincoln.

Ohio— Thomas H. Ford, L. N. Olds, Joshua

Martin, J. K. Marley, George R. Morton, A. | &

McKay, H. M. McAbee, Jno. £. Recs, Bushnell |
White. .

Indiana—Wm. Cumback, Schuyler Colfux,
Goodlove 8. Orth, J. L. Harvey, F. D. Allen,

] Jas. R. M. Bryunt, Thomas C. Slaughter.

Michigan—Israel Cogshall, Mos, A, McNaugh-

Hlinois—W. W. Danenhower, W. 11. Young,
Henry 8. Jennings, D. L. Eastman, William
Phelps.
lowa—James Thorington, Wm. Laughridge.
hode lsland—Jacob €. Knight, Nathaniel
n, Wm, H. Sweet,
Connecticut—David B, Booth, Thomas Clark,
N. D. Sperry.
Wisconsin—D. E. Wood, R. Chandler, C. W,
Cook.

The convention, asa National Convention, be-
ing thus split, disselved, and broken up, the
northern abolitionigts, who had set cheek by jowl
with the members from the South, went off howl-
ing like hungry wolves to their homes in the
grim and granite North. It is said that they im-
mediately opened communication with a conven-
tion of undisguised, and therefore more honest
abolitionists, then in session in Cleveland, Ohio,

as its platform:

1. *Distinet and determinod hostility Lo the
encroachments of Slavery.

9, “A demand for the restoration of <the Mis-
souri Compromise.

3. “Internal Improvements under the author-
ity of the General Government.

4. “Protection to American Industry.”

A combination of rank Abolitionism and Fed-

The fol-

“The North is beaten. Thirteen States have
withdrawn in disgust. Say to our friends at

God eternally d—n Slavery and Doughfaceism.”
The announcement was received with singular
emotions. Three times three were given and re-
E:al.od. .f'or liberty and lmn_::mitg. Delegates

ve arrived from Philadelphia, who are author-
ized to unite with the Know-somethings.

Lizenty.

Thus bereft of their northern allies, who no
doubt convineed them that an abolitionist is that
human hyena that can be tamed neither by the
lash nor by kindness, the southern members of
the National Convention, that was to be, sat with
grave dignity to finish the work they had com-
menced. They were, however, not altogether
without comfort. New York was still with them.
That mighty State, with so large a vote in the
Electoral College, backed them up. Delaware,
little Delaware, whose patriotic antecedents, as
well as whose size, protects her from aught of
pungent comment, cheered them on. California,
as favored for ability and enterprise as she is for
gold and Bowie-knives, also hung by them. The
District of Columhia, too, which having no vote
in the Electoral College should have no veice in
political conventions, likewise clung to the south-
ern members. Thus backed up and defended, the
Southern Know-nothing Convention abolished the
rule requiring secrecy and—adjourned sine die.
“Oh! if we had never met,

We never would have parted.”

Now for the platform which split and disbanded
the convention, (it will be found in another
column.) Why it should have done so, we
cannot for our lives divine—for it exprossly pre-
termitted the very thing that menaces disunion—
the very thing that was guarded aguinst by the
last Congress in the Nebraska-Kansas bill—the
inlerference of Congress with slavery in the Terri-
fories. On this subject it expresses ngopinion.
It pretermits it; it ignores it; it ntudiuu&y leaves
it open. However, wo will come to that pre-
sently.

As if feeling that that they had done something
to induce and justify the opinion that they are
blasphemers, infidels, and unbelievers, they most
gravely and reverently, in their first resolve,
recognize and acknowledge—God. Ina word,
they resolve that there is a superintending Provi-
dence. What is quite remarkable is, that the
question should have been taken without a divi-
sion.

They also resolved in favor of the Uuion,

Aguinst Catholics.

Against foreigners,

For amending the emigration and naturaliza-
tion laws,

In favor of State rights and the Constitution.

In favor of a reformation of the character of
our National Legislature, (s0, we presume, that
the members thereof shall be conformed to the
chivalrous, moral, and religious standard erected
by Mr. Hiss, who insulted unprotected women
in Roxbury, and the Hon. Mr. Valk, of New
York, who was lately in a court of justice, con-
victed of kissing another man’'s wife.)

In favor of abolishing the secrecy of the order,
ke., ke,

The only vital question that engaged the atten-
tion of the convention was that on which it split
~—the slavery question. The resolutions on this
subject are in one regard ne weuk as dish water.
True, it was resolved that Congress cannot con-
stitutionally legislate upon slavery in the States,
or eftlude any State from admission into the
Union because its constitution does or does not
recognize the institution of slavery as a part of
its social system, and that any interference by
Congress with slavery in the District of Colum-
bin would be a violation (not of the Constitution)
but of the spirit and intention of the deed of cos-
mon from Maryland to the United States; but at
the same time it expressly rrETERMITS ANY EX-
FRESSION OF OPINION UPON THE powkr or Cox-
GREAS TO ESTABLISH OR PROMIBIT SLAYERY IN
axt Tennrrony, contenting itself with the weak
and wishy-washy expression of opinion that Con-
gress ought mol to interfere with slavery in the
Territories. This convention thus refosed to
sanction the principle of the Nebraska bill. Nay,
it went farther. It failed to adopt any resolation
against the repeal of that bill, against the repenl
of the fugitive slave law, and against the aboli-
tion of the inter-State sleve trade,

Enough was thus negatively coneeded to the
Abolitionists to have induced them to remain in
fraternal and cordial co-operation with the
‘Bouthern Know-nothings. Sarely they must
have been as mad as March hares and as blind as
moccasing in dog-days 10 have withdrawn, se-
ceded, and vamosed !

Even the Richmond Penny Post, which sesms
to regard Know-nothingism as immaculate, ac-
knowledges the defectivenecss of the platform in
regard to slavery. It says in its issue of the 16th:

“We publish the resolutions on the subject of
slavery to-day. They suit us very well, in the
main; bul we hare preferred a distinel decla-
ration tha!t (2] no power, according lo
the spirit of the Constilution, to prohibit or estab-
lish slavery in the Territories."

The New York Espress, (another Know-no-
thing jeurnal,) and which, if we mistake not,
lately administered n severe rebuke to somebody

| ing, as the Abolition Press of the North would

ers for the rash haste with which they quit the
convention, and intimates that those'resolutions

| conceded to the Northern men all that they |

could ask. W italicise some portions of the fol- |
lowing remarks extracted from the Express,

The 12th section of the Platform is not as ex- |
plicit as we would wish—but it hus no such color-

ive it. [t recognises and lolerates the differences of
opinion known lo exist on the subject of slavery, be-
tween the Novth and the South. Jt does not put
every Northern man's nose dewn to the slavery grind-
stone—as it is suid in these presses—but on the con-
trary leaves every Jmerican to indulge in his own
opinion on that subject—as indulge all men will, o |
all parties— Whigs, Democrats, or Jmericans.
"he cluim of « Stale to be adimnitted into the Union,
with or without slavery, recognized in the Plutform,
i5 in the very ideas of Mr. Seward, in his Califurnia
ecch, wrging the admission of Culifornia info the
T’nifm ; and of Jobn Quiney Adams, speaking of the
admission of Flerida. No Slale has ever been
denied admission into the Union because of ils being
a slave or @ free State. But there is nolling heve
pledging the Jdmevican Party—as the JAbelition
presses stat—io admit Kansas into the Union, if
she presents herself—as is threetened now in some
quarters—with a slavelolding Constitmion, made
by Missouri squMilers, who, in violation of populer
sovereignly, seem to have currvied the Tervitorial Le-
gislature, The vight and duty of every JAmerican,
North and South, to vesist such a violation of “*pop-
wlar soverelgnty,’” are apparent and open—and il is
evident that Kansas cannol be admilted Yinto the
Union until she purges hevsely of the Missouri vio-
lence and fraud. It must be a well settled thing—
that she is a voluntary slaveholding Stale, of her owen
Jree will—before the vight of *‘popular sovereigniy”’
can begin to impose any claims wpon Congress lo
admit her into the Union.  Nevertheless, the
greatest ¢fforts will be nade to pevvert all this.
The American Organ of this city hails the plat-
form with rupture and speaks with all the fervor
and confidence that charactarized its predictions
about the Virginia Election. The Organ says:

“Jt is eminently national, conservative, and
JAmerican, and has been hailed with acclamation
by the American rnr!y in this city and the adja-
cent States, us well asin New York, Philadelphia,
Richimond, Baltimore. and other iullaorl;ull. Nor-
thern and Southern cities {rom which despatches
have been received. .
This platform, we have the fullest confidence,
will be warmly endorsed throughout the South-
ern States, and by the Union-loving citizens of
all the States. At the ensuing elections in North
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Ten-
nessee, Keutucky, and other Southwestern States,
it will strengthen the American party incalcu-
lably, and render it invincible by any force that
can }lossib‘ly be brought sgainst it.  Had this
platfiorm been adepted .one month earlier, the
American party would have swept Virginia from
the Atlantic to the Ohio.

Now that the convention has adjourned—
rather what was lefl of it—adjourned under cir-
cumstances of mortification, disappointment, and
passion—adjourned never again to wilness a re-
union of the Northern and  Southern Know-
nothings, that resignation which we spoke of in
the beginning of this article, begins ta show
itself. They are already heard exclaiming that
the split in the convention was the best thing
that could have happened. Verily they are hap-
pily constituted. They are thankful for bless-
ings and curses—for victories and defeats—for
conventions and dissolutions of conventions—for
unions between Northern and Southern Know-
nothings, and for the ill-natured disruptions ‘of
those unions.

The New York Herald, the great gun of the
Order, which for weeks past has been trying to
bring about union and harmony between North-
ern and Southern members, and has uzed every
form of argument and persuasion terinduce them
to agree upon a gound mational platform, comes
out now, and hails the split in the convention as
the greatest of blessings. The Herald says:

* Our view of the matter is, that the split in
the Philadelphia Council on the question of a
platferm, secures the strength of this -new party
in both sections, instead of destroying it. We
think, too, that an agreement, on the other hand,
upon either a Northern or a Southern platform
would have destroyed the party in one section or
the other. By the disagreement, the Order in
both sections remains substantially in tact. They
are thrown back, in each section and in each
State, upon first principles. Slavery remains an
open question, and must so remain, at least till
the inavuguration of n new administation.””

Aguin says the Herald:

““The failure, then, of the North and South in
this Philadelphia Council to agree upon n com-
mon platform, amounts to nothing. It leaves the
party precisely where it stood before—free in
each section and in each State to act according
to the circumstances of ite position until the time
shall have arrived for a national movement upon
a common candidate for the sucoession. Nor is
it necessary that there should be any declaration
of a national platform upon slavery, if the party
can produce a sound conservative and acceplable
man to all sections of the country. Whether
Kansas, upon her application to come into the
Union as a slave State, shall be rejected or ad-
mitted, can unl?’ be determined by Congress,
National Councils and conventions can do noth-
ing with it, and they may just as well, therefofe,
turn over the subject to the tribunal to which it
belongs.

““In agreeing to disagree upon this subject of
slavery, the Philadelphia Council have acted ju-
diciously. They have not compromised their
strength in any quarter. They may indulge o
perfect freedom of individual opinion upon sla-
very in both sections, and make a common cause
of union and cohesion upon other issues of quite
as much importance ns slavery in Kansas or the
District of Columbia.'"

Well, we will not quarrel with the Know-
nothing organs for being comforted. They have
a patience far beyond that of Job and a resigna-
tion infinitely exceeding that of Rachel, Sho re-
fused to be comforted. They refuse to mourn,
But Christian virtue is naturally to be expected
from an Order which, in it« first resolution, most
piously and politely acknowledged the Deity.

The New York Courier tells tho tale in n few
sad and sorrowful words.” It saye:

“The Convention hax split on the rock of sla-
very. 'The rent is completo, and the whole con-
cern, as a national organization, has gone to the
bottom.""

We bave made this article too long, perhaps.
Our apology i, that we feel anxious to present to
our readers a comprehensive account of the great
convention that met in peace, to part in anger;
and broke up in a row only to thank God for His

goodness.,
e =
DEATH OF “LA CRONICA.™

“La Cronica" is the title of a Spanish news-
paper published for some years past in the city
of New York, sedulonsly devoted to the policy
of the Spanish government, and warmly defind-
ing every arbitrary act of the authorities of Ca-
ba, whether of oppression of the people of that
island or of aggression on the United States.
Its decease is announced by a spruce little Span-
igh journal, lately started in the same city, called
“El Cometa,”" purporting to be the “organ of
young Cuba,” in the following terms; the an-
nouncement being prefixed with "the pictorial
skull and bones usual in mortuary notices and
inseriptions:

“Requigscar v Pace.—We have just now
received, Thursday, the Tth of June, the funeral
notice of the * Cronicn,” of New York, the organ,
ax is generally believed, of the Spanish govern-
ment and Spanish matters in *Cuba, The
disease which has consigned it to the grave is
sid to have beon eonsumption, caused by n want
of nourishment from the loyal inhabitants whe

flourish on the curbstones of Havana. Light be
the eurbstones of New York!™

p— R s
Ir 3" Thé 22d of February, 1856, it is said, was
fixed nupon by the Philadelphin Convention s
the day, and Philadelphia as the place, for the
mesting of the Know-nothing National Conven-
tion to nominate candidates for President and

for calling it a pre-slavery jonrnal, is altagether
satisfied with the slavery resolutions in this plat-

Viee President.

THE TRUE SPIRIT AROUSED WITH
THE FEOPLE -OPINION OF AN IN-
FLYVENTIAL WHIG ORGAN IN PENN-
SYLVANIA, CONCERNING ENOW.NO-
THINGIsM,

It is with no ordivary feeling of prido and grati-
fication that we are called upon to reeord the
many evidences reaching us from all quarters, of
the entire failure on the part of the Know-nothing
faction to obtain the countenance and support of
the consistent, true, and wost influential ‘mem-
bers of the old Whig party. The champions
who fought under the banner, and in support of
the principles erccted and maintgined by Clay
and Webster, shrink back in disgust from every
approach of the “ dark lantern’ concern, toward
forming a coalition.

We copy the fullowing commentaries upon the
conduct of the Mussachusetts Legislature from
the Exeminer and Herald, published in Lurcaster,
Penusylvania. This is one of the oldest, most in-
fluential, and ably conducted Whig journals in
the State. 1t is edited by Edward C. Darlington,
esq., & prominent, consistent, and popular Whig,
whose ability and influence wielded an immense
power in Lancaster county, the acknowledged
Gibraltar of the Whig party, in Pennsylvania;
which party he has represented for several years
as @ Senator in the Pennsylvania Legislature,
When we see such men and such journuls, with
their old feeling of hostility to the Democratic
party still fresh in their minds, refuse to become
crusaders against their ancient adversary, under
the proseriptive banner of the new Order, it is
easy to foretel the fate of the miserable, striped
erenture of ** shreds and patches,’ manofactured
from the rotten materml or all other parties and
faetions,

Another epoch in panry history has arrived. In
the years 1824 and 1825, when Axprew Jackson,
the known choice of the people, was cheated out of
the Presidency by party tricksters, there was a
great revolution in the Whig or Federal and
Democratic ranks. Men who had been recog-
nised as leaders of the Democratic party, went
aver to the new dynasty of Joux Quivcy Apaws,
and enrolled themselves under the WHIG ban-
ner, where those living still remain. On the
other hand, some of the shining lights, the great
men of the old Federal party, joined their former
opponents, and enrolled under the broad banner
of DEMOCRACY, where they continue to re-
main, firm and true, as the main pillars of our
glorious Democratic platform. The true Repub-
lican freemen gf this eountry have now again to
take gides in the war of political parties. There
are but two platforms from which to choose.
The * Democratie platform of principle” is as
old and enduring as the name of the party that
erected it, and is known to the whele people.
It is never changed, except by the intreduction
of a new plink to meet the spirit and progress
of the age. The * Know-nothing’' platform,
(for it has blotted out of existence the Whig
party,) is not yet a ““settled policy ;" but as far as
known to civilization, above ground, it is built of
such brittle material, of such eorruptible, pulver-
izing lmups of motter, as to render 1t doubtful
whether it can ** bear the weight of ils cwn pres-
sure.'’ It is no wonder, therefure, that the re-
spectable und high minded of the old Whig party
(upon the ruins of which Know-nothingism is
built) should shrink from the touch of the secret
Order.

From the Laneaster, (Pa ) Examiner and Herald.

.

Massachusetis Leglslation. g

The late Legislature of Massachusetls was a
remarkable one, and the laws it enacted are as
remarkable as the Legislature. It passod a law
practically nullifying the act of Congress in refer-
ence to fugitive slaves. This law provides that ;

“ No justice of the peace, sheriff, constable, or
jailor shall arrest or detain, or aid in arresting or
detaining, any person for the reason that he is
detained as n fugitive slave, under the penalty of
impnsonment and fine. Also, that the writ of
habeas corpus may be issued by all ceurts of re-
cord, judges of probate, and, in some cases, jus-
tices of the peace: and instead of the proceedings
authorized by the act of 1850, substitutes a trial
by jury, and that no confessions, admissions, or
declarations of the alleged fugitive against him-
self, shall be given in evidence, and that the
jury shall have the right to return a general ver-
dict. It also deprives any attorney of Massachu-
setts, who shall act for a slave claimant, of the
right to practice in Massuchuseétts courts of law. "

he atempt to enforee such a law as the above
will soon bring the State into collisien with the
United States Government, and it is not difficalt
to ]prcthct the result. The citizens of this country
value the Union too much to allow its stability
to de impaired by such miserable fanaticism.
Another statute of that State makes poverty a
a crime, and, without trial by jury, scizes help-
less women, and transports them out of the coun-
try. This law—

‘ Authorizes any justice. of the peace upon
complaint, by a warraut directed to and to be
execuled by any coustable, or any other person
rro dedignated, to cause any pauper 1o be re-

oved out of the State to any place beyend the
sea where he velongs, if the justice thinks proper,
and he may be conveniently removed; and also
that, independently of this propositton of law, a
practice has arisen by which the commissioner of
alion passengers undertakes, even without the
warrant of a justico of the peaco, to send back
paupers in cases in which he sees fit, and y the
expenses from money in his hands belonging to
the State treasury.”

The operation of the law is exhibited inthe
following paragraph from the Bo#ton Advertiser:

*“Yesterddy morning, there failed from thig
port a splended packet ship, bearing the noble
name of Daniel Webster, which fitly belongs to
%0 fine a vessel. Among the crowd of human
beings on board that proud vessel was one poor
woman, with an infant davghter. Her passage
and that of her child were paid by the rich and
powerful commonwenlth of Llnmchulnlu. She
left our free and happy shores unwilling and re-
lnctant. She went away ngninst her own free
will, constrained by foree of the civil anthorities
of the State. Her cries, as ghe begged not to be
thus cruelly banished, were, we are told, mest
pitious, and such as to eause the accidental
witnesses of the scene to burn with indignation,
The offence of this unfortunate woman, for
which she wans thas violently and ignominiously
expelled from Massachusetts, was the fact that
she was born in Ireland, and is called a pauper,
Her infant davghtor, who unconsciously shores
her mather's fate, is a native of the common-
wonlth of Massachusetts; but she, toe, partakes
of that hiard lot of poverty which it has been re-
sorved for Massachusetts to make a erime, and a
erime which Massachusetts punishes as no other
crime ig punished in Ameriea, by banishment—
banishment from one'’s native land."’

The shrieks of that mother, expressive of her
anguish at leaving these freedom shores, should
rankle e Parthian arrows in the hearts-core of
the poople of old Massachusetts, It was n deed,
the foreing her back, of rank, unmitigated, inde-
fensible nrlmh_}'.

This is a remarkable law to exist among the
#latutes of a republican commonwealth, It puts
itin the power of any justice of the peace to
send any man whom™ he may adjudge te be n
State paupor out of the country, and to any
ather conntry where he may decide that the man
belongs, and he may deliver him up for that pur-

1ose to any constable or ‘‘any other person.'
Fhis power ‘includes lunaties ax woll as sine peo-
ple, and it may be exercised whether the pauper
consents or not.  The justioo is the sole judge of
the law and of the facts. There is no " trial by
Jury and no appeal; nor ean the habeas corpus,
evon i thess wretehed people eould avail them-
selves of it, be of any use, since the justice is by
law constituted #olo judge of law and fact,

What have these people done to render them
liable to transportation on the judgment of an
Justice of the peace in the commoenwealth?
Some of them have been here many years, and

‘oven a pauper may have personal and loeal at-
tachments.

“The poor beetle that we trend npon,
In corpornl sufferanes feels a pang as greast
As when a giant dies,”

Some of them have been lnborious men, honost,

useful ci and have in their small way con-
it ot o, P ireplat o Mgl
ve our
setts been about wh&ud extradition by whole-
sale has been carried on?  Must ts of it be
colored people to arouse their ? Why
have her abolition lawyers, so to the
L in cases where a sole painful na-
tooal obligs on is to be ) unw illing

to run at all when paupers have been thrast forth
‘Why have her pnf;m been dumb when snch in
hospitable and unchristion deeds have been ac
‘Well and pointedly did Mr. Chandler close h
cutling note to the ture, asking the repeal
of this law, with the assertion, that “‘a black man
huohtur,?nd;: euut;i.tiod timmon m::ri
as to personal rights, a white man, althoug
the former mn;'to u fugitive slave and the latter
& pauper and an Irishman.

i imedla

THE DEMOCRATIC POSITION ON THE
BLAVERY QUESTION, AS EXPOUND-
ED BY THE “UNION.”

“THESE TRUTHS WILL COMMAND READY ASSENT
AND DEMONSTRATE THE PROPOSITION THAT NoO
FARTY EMBRACING MEMBERS AT THE NORTH AND
THE SOUTH CAN BE NATIONAL OR HARMONIOUS
IN ITH ORGANIZATION WHICH DOES NOT EXCLUDE
THE QUESTION OF SLAVERY FROM ITS CREED,”

The article of the Union entitled “The Demo-
cratic Position on the Slavery Question,’” has
been the subject of so much comment that we ex-
tract from it the above, for the purpose of saying
thut the Union desires to be understood in the
above extract, and in the article of which it is an
extract, us having reference to the abstract ques-
tion of slavery. L

In its issue of Saturday last the Union says:

‘It was not candid in the Mercury to say that
we had made any reluctant confession. What we
had said was, that ne party could be national if the
abstract question of slavery (by which we meant the
question whether slavery isa » social, and
political good or evil) was made a lest of party
Sidelity.™ :

The proposition of the Union thus construed,
so far from being objectionable, is and has been
universally admitted—indeed is the tritest of
truisms. ;

The article of the Union of June 3, of which
the sentence at the head of this article is an ex-
tract, contains the following:

““We think it may be safely assumed that an
agreement of opinion on the subject between
northern and southern men is an impossibility;
and in looking at the dangers involved in the gues-
tion, and in sceking for the means of avoiding those
dangers, it is justifiable to act upon the assump-
tion that all hore of ever effecting such agree-
ment isimpessible.”

Construe this sentence as the Union desires it
to be construed, and we cannot see any ‘‘dangers
involved in-the (abstract) question'’ gf slavery.
There are no dangers involved in the abstract
question. The South has never asked of the
North any expression of sentiment on the abstract
question. The South hasnever asked more than
that the express and implied pledges of the Con-
stitution be carrred out,

Though we cannot agree with the Union that
there are dangers involved in the abstract ques-
tion of slavery, we give it the benefit of its own
copslructions.

£is

CORRESPONDENCE
Between a committee of citizens of Washing-
ton and the Hon. Henry A. Wise,
Wasmincron, D, C. June 4, 1855.
Dear Sir: At a large and highly interesting
meeting of yeur friends, held at the United States
Hotel on the evening of Thursday last, and con-
vened for the purpose of offering some tribute to
your ceascless exertions and success in the recent
inestimable national triumph, of which, as gov-
ernor elect of the Old Dominion, you are the ex-
ponent, it was resolved unanimously to invite
you to a banguet, to be given in this eity, at such
time as you may name, and will best comport
with your convenicnce.

than agreeable duty is ours to thus communicate
to you the gratification it will afford the advo-
cates of civil and religious freedom and enemies
of proscription here to meet you at the festive
board; and with a confiding hope that we will
be able at an early day to announce to them the
pleasing intelligence of your acceptance of their
invitation, and with sincere wishes, we have the
honor to remain your obedient servants and
friends. E
RICHARD M. YOUNG,
JOHN C. RIVES,
GEORGE PARKER,
THOMAS LUMPKIN,
MICHAEL McDERMOTT,
JAMES G. BERRET,
C. B. CLUSKEY, '
Hon. Hexny A, Wise, Committee,

Oxvy, {mmock,) Viraivna,
June 9, 1855

Gexrtremen @ | gratefully acknowledge yours
of the 4th instant, inviting me to a banquet, to
be given in Washingten, at such time as [ may
name, and as will best comport with my conve-
nience. Ifmy own health and strength, and that
of my family, would permit, nothing could give
me more pleasure than to meet the *‘ advocates
of civil and religious freedem and enemies of
proscription” everywhere, and to exchange
thought and feeling with them st this crisis of
our beloved country; but especially at the me-
tropolis of the nation would I confer with the
friends of the faith of the fathers of the republic
as to the best and surest mode of conserving it
agninst the foreign influence from abroad, and
the conspiracy at home which is now assiling
everything sacred, and everything safe, in the
foundations of our freedom. Yon have not a
voice n the national elections, but your voices
are potential in influencing them. You have
parties, you have presses, you have now a large,
a growing and intelligent and wealthy ecity popu-
lation, and you are in the centre of politics.

More and more will Washington city be fult
thronghout the whole land in every sectional, as
well as in every national struggle. The emis-
saries of the secret societies, their money, their
types, were felt in the late Virginia election.
How important, then, that 'Washington should
be enlightened, libernl, moral, patriotic, and con-
servative in her publie sentiment? Ts she so?
Your municipal elections show that bigotry and
intolerance, and priesteraft and influ-
ences, are using the ** dark-lanterns’ of mid-
night in your midst, and that your city, too, is
spawning ** isms!"'

I would gladly go there and meet friends to
consult upon the means of mildly ealling all
good men together for patriotic purposes, whilst
bad men aro banding in secret conclaves to give
the State up to proseription, and the Chureh, the
blessed Protestant Church, up to pollution. But,
gentlemen, | cannot. The Jate canvass nearly
cost mo my life. My own health requires re-
pose,and the health of Mrs. Wise requires my
constant nursing. ’

I was five months absent from the first of Jan-
uary, and now I must remain at home quistly to
recruit and to attend to my domestic affaire until
the time for me to go to Richmond. Pardon me,
then, for declining your kind invitation, and ac-
copt for yourselves, individually and eollectively,
my thanks and best wishes, and believe me yours,

sincerely and truly, HENRY A. WISE.

To Richard M. YW; John C. Rives
arker, Themas Lumpkin, M. Mo s
James G. Berret, C. B. Cluskey, esqrs.

IL3 We are much pleased to learn that Hon.
Wm. Preston, of Kentucky, has consented to

run, in the Louisville district, as the independent
eandidate for Congross,

Through the kindness of the meeting, the more’

by e Aty A
the apir

LIKENESS OF GOVERNOR WISE, OF | (he power
VIRGINIA. | int

We have been favored by Mr. C. Bohn, of this

city, with a capital likeness of Hon, Henry A. |

Wise, engraved by A. B. Walter, of Philadel-

phis. The many admirers of this distinguished |

interference with the internal concerns of nutions
with whom we areat peace.

X1V.—This National Council declares that all
the principles of the Order shall be henceforward
everywhere openly avowed; und that each mem-
ber ghall be at liberty te make known the exist-

gentleman now have the opportunity of procur- | ence of the Order, and the faet that he himsslf

ing a likeness of him for u small sum, The in-
domitable energy and brilliant genius that belong
to the Accomac orator shine out in every linea-

ment of his fuce.

———

At & regular mecting of the National
Couneil of the American Party, begun
and held at Philladelphia, on the 6th of
June, 1850, the following was adopted
a8 the Platform and Principles of the
B eaiont "o Gk AT
1. owle t t ty

Being who rules over the Universe, who presides

over the councils of nations, who condacts the

affairs of men, and who, in every step by which
we have l.dmeodh“todth'e character of I:n inde-
t nation, istinguished us by some
of Providential agency,
1L.—The cultivation und development of a sen-
timent of profoundly intense American feeling;
of passionate attachment to our country, its his-
tory, and its institutions; of admiration for the
purer duys of our nutional existence; of venera-
tion for the heroism that precipitated our Revolu-
tion; and of emulation of the virtue, wisdom, and
patriotism that g:j“d our gomtil.ut.im and first
successfully applied its provisions.
111.—The mdnmnnfn? of the union of these

United States as the paramount political goed;

or, to use the language of Washington, **the pri-

mary object of patriotic desire.” And hence—
1st. Opposition to all attempts to weaken er

e mising i

. Uncompro antagonism to every prin-
ciple of ﬁh’:{’lhnt endang:r% it. ik

e i of an equitable adjustment
of all political di

: nces which threaten its in-
rity or perpetuity.

wathy The suppression of all tendencies to polit
ical division, founded on ‘‘geographical discrimi
nations, or on the belief that there is a real differ-
ence of interests and views’’ between the various
sections of the Union. 5
. 5th. The full recognition of the rights of th
several States, as expressed and reserved in the
Constitution; and a careful avoidance, by the
General Government, of all interference with
their rights by Legislative or Executive action.

IV.—Obedience to the Constitution of these
United States as the supreme law of the land,
sacredly obligatory upon all its parts and mem-
bers; and steadfast resistance to the spirit of in-
novation upon its principles, however specious
the pretexts. Avowing that in all doubtful or
disputed points it may only be legally ascertained
mﬂmmm by the judicial power of the Uni-
ted States.

And, us a corollary to the above:

1. A habit of reverential obedience to the law,
whether National, State, or Municipal, until they
are either led or declared unconstitutional
by the proper authority.

2. A tender and sacred regard for those acts of
statesmanship which are to be contradistinguished
from ucts of ordinary legislation, by the fact of
their being of the nature of compacts and agree-
ments; and so, to be considered a fixed and set-
tled natiogal policy.

V.—A radical revision and. modification of the
laws regulating immigration, and the settlement
of immigrants. Offering to the honest immigrant
who, from leve of liberty or hatred of oppression,
seeks an asylum in the United States, a friendly
reception and protection. But unqualifiedly
condenming the transmission to our shores of
felons and paupers. .

V1.—The essential modification of the Natu-
ralization Lu;n. o g

The re by the islatures of the respec-
tive Stut.g:‘ of {ll State laws allowing fureig!::rs
not naturalized to vote,

The an.l, without retroactive operation, of
all acts of Congress making grants of land to un-
naturalized foreigners, and allowing them to vote
in the Territories.

V1l.—Hostility to the corrupt means by which
the leaders of party have hitherto forced upon us
our rulers and our political ereeds.

Implacable emnity against the prevalent de-
moralizing system of rewards for pelitical subser-
viency, and “of punishwients for political inde-
pendence.
i for the wild hunt after office which
characterizes the age.

These on the one hand. On the other—

Imitation of the practice of the purer days of
the Republic; and admiration of the mexim that
*‘office should seek the man, and not man the
office,” and of the rule that the just mode of as-
certaining fitness for office is the capability, the
faithfulness, and the honesty of the incumbent
or candidate.

VIII.—Resistanee to the aggressive policy and
corrupting tendenmcies of the Roman Catholic
Church in our country by the advancement to all
political stations—executive, legislative, judicial,
or diplomatic—of those only who do not hold
civil allegiance, directly or indirectly, to any for-
uig: power, whether civil or ec:lesiastical, and
who are Americans by birth, education and train-
ing—thus fulfilling the maxim: “Americaxs
ONLY SHALL GOVERN Amenica."

The protection of all citizens in the legal and
‘p;oapere:miu of their civil and religious rights

privileges; the maintenance of the right of
every man to the full, unrestrained, and peaceful
enjoyment of his own religions epinions and
worship, and a jealoys resistance of all attempts
by any sect, denomination or church to obtainan
ascendency over any other in the State, by means
of any special privileges or exemption, by any
political combination of its members, or by @
division of their civil allegiance with any foreign
power, potentate, or ecclesiastic.
let;n—;] © reformlti:n |:;f the character of Cl'lflil'

a Legislature, by elavating to that dignifi-
ed and responsible position rncnncff higher qtﬁ:;iﬁ-
cations, purer morals, and more unselfish patriot-
ism.

X.—The restrictign of executive patronage, es-
pecially in the mat®r of appointments to office,
so far as it may be permitted by the Constitution,
and consistent with the public good.

X1.—The education ufptha outh of our country
in schools provided by the State; which schools
shall be common to all, without distinetion of
creed or ‘party, and free from any influence or
direction of a denominational or partisan char-
acter.

And, inasmuch as Christianity, by the Constitu-
tions of nearly all the States; by the decisions of
the most eminent judicial nuthorities; and by the
consent of the o of Ameriea, is convidered an
element of our political system; and, an the Holy
Bible is at once the source of Christianity, and the
depository and feuntain of all civil and religions
freedom, we oppose every attempt to exclude it
from the schools thus established in the States,

XIL.—The American party having arisen upon
the ruins and in spite of opporition of the
Whig and Democratic parties, cannot be in any
mm responsible for the obnoxious acls of
v

P of either. And the systematic
agitation o{k:gc'dnery question by mg. partics

having elevated sectional hostility into a positive
element of political er, and brought our in-
stitutions into peril, it has therefore o the

imperative duty of the American party to inter-
pose for the p‘nrfo- of giving pence to the coud-
try and perpetuity to the Union. And as expe-
rience has shown it impossible to reconcils opin-
ions o extremo as Lthose which separate the dis-
putants, and as there can be no dishonor in sub-
m to the laws, the National Council has
it the best guarantoo of common justice
and of future peace, and abide by and maintain
the exisling laws upon the subject of slavery, s
a final and conclusive settlement of that subject,
in “ﬂt and i:u substance, .
ragarding it the highest duty to avow their
opinions upon n_subject so im ﬂ:nt.indhﬂncl
and unequivocal terms, it is hereby declared as
the sense of this National Couneil, that

ro.-s no power, under the Constitution, to
15:}-!_.- n the subject of Slavery in the States
where it

. or oxist, or to exclude any
State from admission into the Union, because ifs
Constitution does or dees not rocognize the insti-

tution of Slavery asa part of its social j
and expremly pretermjiling any expression of
opim - .t:- pm;m of to establish
or n Territory, it is the
sense of Lhe T.l‘:'i:nm Cu::l;yeﬂmﬁ:tm t
not fo legislate u t ject of 8]
within the Territaries of the United States, 16
of Columbia, would be
umbia, wi
a violation of t and intention of th?m-

et by whioh the State of Maryland he
miaththllniud States, - ume:::}':.be

N%ﬁ?' - liey of the Governm
Unihd';m, ﬂ.’f&’uw qu; o

gn gov-
ernmonts, is to exant the strongost,

and do justice to the weakest; restraining, by all

is o member, snd it recommends that there be no
concealment of the place of meeting of subordi-
nate councils.
E. B. BARTLETT, of Kentucky,
President of Nutional Council.
C. D. Duuucl'n.of Nawi J'ur;ly.
orre ng Secretary.
James M, S-rnrunm l%nrylnnd.
Recording Secrelery.

—————s
From the CaledoninEog) Mercury.
American Sympathy intho Hastern War.

T'he tenor of certainarticles which have of late
made their appearance in the Times would seem
to indicate that there exists across the Atlantie,
in the breasts of our near relations, the inhabi-
tants of the United States of Amenica, o feeling
of hestility to us, onr institutions and undertak-
ing, and a feeling of sympathy with our Russian
antagonists. e do npt believe it; but, on the
contrary, we believe that blood is thicker than
water, or in this case we might say than oil—
that though the Yankees might have no objection
to have o shot at ys themselves, they wish no
other people in the world to do so with success—
that republican liberty can neyer sympathize with
despotism—enlightened intelligence with hope-
less ignorance—progress with obstruction—=that
the antagonism of qualities and roces and institu-
tions between Russia and the Stales isa gulf too
stormy to be passed, and that the ties of kindred
blood and kindred sentiment between the States
and Great Britain are too strong to be ecasily or
lightly severed, Shounld it ever be otherwise—
should it ever unfortunately come to pass that
this country shall be placed in a hostile position
to America, or should we even witness the unto-
ward eyent of American sympathy with our op-
ponents or its absence from ourselves, we cannot
imagine n conswmmation more unpropituous, and
more caleulated to damage our influence and our
cause in the eyes of the whole civilized world.

Will it be believed that we, or at least the
small fry who represent us, are doing their best
to bring about this state of bitterness; and that
the rumors of American indifference to our suc-
cess, or of American sympathy with our enomies,
have their origin, not in the acts of our brethren,
but in the contemptuons, slights and calous in-
difference of ourselves? The promptings of an
evil conscience inform us that we have merited
the resentment, the esistence of which we are
beginning-to assume; and that a persistanee in
the studied insolence with which the friendly ad-
vances of our transatlantic brothers scem to be
received, may possibly, at no distant period, con-
vert these rumore into facts.  Several instances
of the species of conduct to which we allnde
have lately been bronght under our noticg; but
we shall content ourselves for the present with
the mention of two.

The Morning Post can testify to the courtly
cateer of every whiskered, bearded, bagzy-
breeclied aid-de-camp or envey from Pumper-
nickel or Sehlavgenfat, whose business or whose
pleasure leads him to visit the capital of England.
A special train receives him at Folkestone; a
court-earriage at London bridge. He is presen-
ted to Majesty by the minister; his pame is in-
serled in the LanfChnmbcr]nin’s album for royal
banquet, concert, and ball; he appears at the re-
ceptions of secretaries; and, as a necessary con-
sequence, he runs the gauntlet of aristocratic
hospitality and ostentation in erescent, lane, and
square, from St. Something in the East to St.
Somebody in the West, till o surfeit of soups,
lobster salads, and Lafitte drives him back with
an indi ia:’:g to the baths and Drunnens from
whence he came. ‘We find no fault with his re-
ceplion—reception though it be of the envoy or
hanger-on of a phantasmagorian kingdom™ or
dukedom, whose treasufy is @ gnmbling-house,
whose territory is a fisherman's walk, and whose
army is an officer. *““While we feast the great,
let’s ne'er forget the small.” Great Britain can
aflord to allow Lilliput to stalk powdered and
Eiglaiied across her pnlm. But while she reigns

ospitably and consideralion on the small, ought
she to reverse the caution of the song, and ut-
terly despise, neglect, and ignore the great? We
think not.

In the month of March last, three of the Ame-
rican veteran officers of the Mexican campaign,
in the three several departments of engineers,
artillery, and eavalry, selocted from the gallant
army of the United States by the President and
his Cabinet, ax worthy from their talents and ser-
vices to represent their countrymen, were direc-
ted by the government of the United States to
proceed to the Crimea for the purpose of studying
the art of war. The names of these officers were,
and are, Major Richard Delafield, of the Engi-
neers; Major Mordecai, of the Artillery: and
Captain McClellan, of the Cavalry, Did they
proceed to the Russian lines, where the art of
war ean be studied quite as effectonlly as in our
own, to which they would have received and
would still receive a hearty welcome, and with
which nation they are falsely represented to sym-
pathize? They did not.

They arrived in England with letters fsom the
British minister at Washingtan, authenticating
their mission, and which were presented by them
last month to the Foreign Secretary in London;
but beyond n civil reeeption— which we believe
Lord Clarendon vouchsafes to all men—an inter-
view with Sir John Burgoyne, and letters of re-
cognition to the authorities in the Crimen, no no-
tice whatever was taken of them or of their mis-
sion. No special train received them at Liver-
pool; no court-carringe at Easton Square; no
presentation to Mujesty; no inseription in the
chamberlain’s open-sesame; no pasteboard for
minister’s reception or aristocratic soiree; and
the only surfeit which they received was a sur-
feit of neglect and disgust, which they have
doubtless carried with them to the conrt of
France, whither they have bent their steps, and
which it will assuredly defy all the * and
Brunnens of Pumpernickel to remove.

Towards the end of list summer the United
States sloop of war Preble arnved at Spithead.
ILis a rule in the American navy that all naval
cadets, who rompose the materinl out of which
are fashioned afterwards the naval commanders
of the republic, shall serve their time before the
mast; and a good and wholesome rule it is, for
reasons too ohvions to deseant npon. The Preble,
a traiming ship for this purpose, and manned al-
most exclusively by young gentlemen from
amongst the most mpnctlﬁle families in the
States, to the number of two hundred and up-
wards, came to Spithead for the purpose of naval
education.

She happened to be the only man-of-war on
the stition -at the time, and her presence on that
account, and on account of the frequent oppor-
tunities which she had of saluting the Royal
Yacht, was made more than usually conspicnous.
She was left wholly unnoticed by the authorities
of Portsmouth, her cadets wore refused admis-
sion to the dockyard, and she ultimately lefl the
station, with two hundred young naval hearts
the future upholders of their country's nnnl
fame, fully impressed with the nature of their
mxgtiun n their fatherland,

These are two instances of the pains which are
taken by our reprosentatives to secure for Great
Britain the sympathy of the United States. We
have others at command, but we conceive the
foregoing quite sufficient for our present pu b
and we pledgespurselves to the aceuracy of the
details. Wa can aleo tell our readers how her
majesty’s sloop of war Pearl suiled from Bormu-
da in the winter of 1839 or 1840, with dispatches
entrugted to _her gallant commander, Lord Clar-
ence Pagot, for the United States Government—

she experienced a succession of gnles on her pas-
-.Tw she arrived in the Cliesapenko s
with battered hulk and exhausted erew: how 'J{e

naval authorities of Norfolk, the Portemouth of
the States, vent shipwrights and ri on poard;
how the sood ship was refitted without charge
or demand of any kind, and how the Dritieh
m and erow were weloomed and feasted on

It is fresh, too in the recollection of the public
how the two Russinn men of war wero refitted and
repaired at Portsmonth Inst year, their officers ro-
eeived with marked consideration, and the dock-
rd thrown to Russian pencil and pen!
ore Wik a Prussinn man of war Stl‘m Gafion) at
the samo period which was similarly favored, but
then, to be surp, she was commanded by one of
the royal family.

We would eall the attention of the new associ-
atior” which has been started in England, having.
taken, as we think, o leaf from her o sistor in
Seotland—for putting the right men in the right
places—to the reprehensible proceadings, or rather
the outrages on the common Beoencies which wo
have detailed. Surely no Britof ean approve
them, no gentleman support them, no heisg out-
wide afnomn adopt them, We ery shame apon /
the Y for their supposed l{mpllhhl with
Russia. us look at home and hlame ourselves

for their origin,

of the government, all its eitizens from -
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